
BELFOREST WATER SYSTEM                                                       
ANNUAL DRINKING WATER QUALITY REPORT                                            
JANUARY - DECEMBER 2018

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
CHARLES DUBE, President
JAMES MCFALL, Vice President
DARYL CLEWORTH, Secretary
MACKIE GARRETT, Board Member
PATRICK HEITER, Board Member

Board of Directors’ meetings are held 
on the fourth Monday of every month 
at 6 pm unless otherwise published. 
They are held at 9080 County Road 
64. All meetings are open to the 
public. A full schedule can be found at 
the Belforest Water System website: 
wwwww.belforestwater.com.

- ABOUT OUR SYSTEM -

The Belforest Water System utilizes gThe Belforest Water System utilizes groundwater pumped 
from 3 wells located in the Miocene Aquifer.  The groundwater 
supplied to our customers is treated with chlorine as 
disinfectant and the required residual is maintained to protect 
your drinking water from any possible outside contaminants 
within the distribution system.

Belforest Water System utilizes a Bacteriological Monitoring Belforest Water System utilizes a Bacteriological Monitoring 
Plan, and a Cross Connection Policy is in place to insure good 
safe drinking water for our customers.  The Belforest Water 
System has completed a Source Water Assessment Plan 
which provides information about potential sources of 
contamination and is set up to help protect our source. This 
plan is available for review at the office at 9080 County Road 
64, Daphne AL.64, Daphne AL.

- GENERAL INFORMATION -

Total Coliform: The Total Coliform Rule requires water systems 
to meet a stricter limit for coliform bacteria. Coliform bacteria 
are usually harmless, but their presence in water can be an 
indication of disease-causing bacteria. When coliform bacteria 
are found, special follow-up tests are done to determine if 
harmful bacteria are present in the water supply. If this limit is 
exceeded, the water supplier must notify the public by 
nenewspaper, television or radio. To comply with the stricter 
regulation, we have increased the average amount of chlorine 
in the distribution system.

The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled 
water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs, 
and wells. As water travels over the surface of the land or 
through the ground, it dissolves naturally occurring minerals 
and radioactive material, and it can pick up substances 
resulting from the presence of animals or from human activity. 
 Some people may be more vulnerable to  Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in 
drinking water than the general population. People who are 
immuno-compromised such as cancer patients undergoing 
chemotherapy, organ transplant recipients, HIV/AIDS positive 
or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants 
can be particularly at risk from infections. People at risk should 
seek advice about drinking water from their health care 
prproviders. EPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen 
the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium and other 
microbiological contaminants are available from the Safe 
Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791).
 
If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health 
problems, especially for pregnant women and young children. 
Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials and 
components associated with service lines and home plumbing. 
The Belforest Water System is responsible for providing high 
quality drinking water, but cannot control the variety of 
materials used in plumbing components. When your water has 
been sitting for sebeen sitting for several hours, you can minimize the potential 
for lead exposure by flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2 
minutes before using water for drinking or cooking. If you are 
concerned about lead in your water, you may wish to have 
your water tested. Information on lead in drinking water, 
testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize exposure 
is available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline or at 
http:http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.
 
 

The Belforest Water System routinely monitors for contaminants in your drinking water according to Federal and 
State laws. The enclosed tables shows the results of our monitoring for the period of January 1st to December 
31st, 2018. All drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small 

amounts of some contaminants. The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that water poses a 
health risk. More information about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the 

Environmental Protection Agency's Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791).

MCL’s are set at MCL’s are set at very stringent levels. To understand the possible health effects described for many regulated contaminants, a person would 
have to drink 2 liters of water every day at the MCL level for a lifetime to have a one-in-a-million chance of having the described health effect. 

- NOTICE OF CORRECTIVE ACTION -

In April 2018, ADEM issued a monitoring non-In April 2018, ADEM issued a monitoring non-compliance notification for the 
January 2018 – March 2018 monitoring period.  Since mitigating circumstances 
led to the non-compliance, ADEM did not require issuance of public 
notifications.  The non-compliance occurred because the testing laboratory 
was unable to analyze a Di(2-ethylhexyl)phthalate sample from Well 1 within 
the referenced monitoring period.   The laboratory could not analyze the 
sample that had been collected by an employee of ADEM because it was out 
of the allof the allowable holding time.  

- IMPORTANT DRINKING WATER DEFINITIONS -

Disinfection Byproducts – contaminants formed when chlorine is used as a 
disinfectant.

Non-Detects (ND) - laboratory analysis indicates that the constituent is not present.

Parts per million (ppm) or Milligrams per liter (mg/l) - one part per million 
corresponds to one minute in two years or a single penny in $10,000.

Parts per billion (ppb) or Micrograms per liter - one part per billion corresponds to 
one minute in 2,000 years, or a single penny in $10,000,000. 

Parts per trillion (ppt) or Nanograms per liter (nanograms/l) - one part per trillion 
corresponds to one minute in 2,000,000 years, or a single penny in 
$10,000,000,000.

Parts per quadrillion (ppq) or PiParts per quadrillion (ppq) or Picograms per liter (picograms/l) - one part per 
quadrillion corresponds to one minute in 2,000,000,000 years or one penny in 
$10,000,000,000,000.

Picocuries per liter (pCi/L) - picocuries per liter is a measure of the radioactivity in 
water.

Millirems per year (mrem/yr) - measure of radiation absorbed by the body.
Nephelometric Turbidity Unit (NTU) Nephelometric Turbidity Unit (NTU) - nephelometric turbidity unit is a measure of the 
clarity of water. Turbidity in excess of 5 NTU is just noticeable to the average 
person.

Variances & Exemptions  - ADEM or EPA permission not to meet an MCL or a 
treatment technique under certain conditions. 

Maximum Contaminant LeMaximum Contaminant Level Goal or MCLG - The level of a contaminant in drinking 
water below which there is no known or expected risk to health. MCLGs allow for a 
margin of safety.

Maximum Contaminant Level or MCL - The highest level of a contaminant that is 
allowed in drinking water. MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using the 
best available treatment technology.

Maximum Residual Disinfectant LeMaximum Residual Disinfectant Level Goal or MRDLG - The level of a drinking water 
disinfectant below which there is no known or expected risk to health. MRDLGs do 
not reflect the benefits of the use of disinfectants to control microbial contaminants.

Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level or MRDL - The highest level of a disinfectant 
allowed in drinking water. There is convincing evidence that addition of a 
disinfectant is necessary for control of microbial contaminants.
VVariances and Exemptions - The Department or EPA permission not to meet an MCL 
or a treatment technique under certain conditions

Treatment Technique - A required process intended to reduce the level of a 
contaminant in drinking water.

Action Level - The concentration of a contaminant that triggers treatment or other 
requirement a water system shall follow.
Unregulated Unregulated contaminants are those for which EPA has not established drinking 
water standards. The purpose of unregulated contaminant monitoring is to assist 
EPA in determining the occurrence of unregulated contaminants in drinking water 
and whether future regulation is warranted.

Last Last year, as in years past, your tap water met all U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the 
Alabama Department of Environmental Management 
(ADEM) drinking water health standards. Your Local 
Water officials vigilantly safeguard its water supplies 
and once again we are proud to report that our system 
has not violated a maximum contaminant level or any 
other water quality standards. other water quality standards. We're pleased to 
present to you this year's Annual Drinking Water 
Quality Report. This report is designed to inform you 
about the quality water and services we deliver to you 
every day. Our constant goal is to provide you with a 
safe and dependable supply of drinking water. We 
want you to understand the efforts we make to 
ccontinually improve the water treatment process and 
protect our water resources. We are committed to 
ensuring we provide you with Pure Abundant Water.



- TABLE OF DETECTED DRINKING WATER CONTAMINANTS -
The table below lists all of the drinking water contaminants that we detected during the calendar year of this report. The 
presence of contaminants in the water does not necessarily indicate that the water poses a health risk.  Unless otherwise 
noted, the data presented in this table is from testing done in the calendar year of the report.  The EPA or ADEM requires 
us to monitor for certain contaminants less than once per year because the concentrations of these contaminants do not 
change frequently.

- TABLE OF PRIMARY CONTAMINANTS -
At high levels, some primary contaminants pose a health risk to humans. This table provides a quick glance at any primary 
contaminant detections. 

- TABLE OF SECONDARY & UNREGULATED  CONTAMINANTS -
SeSecondary Drinking Water Standards are guidelines regulating contaminants that may cause cosmetic effects (such as skin and 
tooth discoloration) or aesthetic effects (such as taste, odor or color) in drinking water. ADEM has Secondary Drinking Water 
Standards established in state regulations applicable to water systems required to monitor for the various components. 
Unregulated contaminants are those for which EPA has not established drinking water standards. The purpose of unregluated 
contaminant monitoring is to assist the EPA in determining the occurance of unregulated contaminants in drinking water and 
whether future regulation is warranted.


